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Baltimore, Md., Oct, 17, 1907..

B Tﬁa Board of Public Works of Maryland met this day in rcom 703
Pldellty Bulldlng, Baltlmore at 1O a. m. Present,- Governor War—
fleld CCmptrcller Atklnson anﬂ lreasufer Vandiver,-in crder to con-
- sider the request of the BY & O. Railroad for permission to renew the
I' . present single track bridge éver‘ the Susquehanna River at Hawvre de
Grace With a double track structure, sufficient tc carry the'heaviest
modern equipment. |

The request is as follows:-

To the Honorable, the Board of Public Works of Maryland,
Gentlemen: -~

The Baltimcre and Ohic Railrcad Company, in the construction
of its Philadelphia Brarich under the pro&isiohs of.its charter, has
built a bridge over the_SusqﬁehahhabRiver at Havre de Grace,.Md.,
tfe plan and character of the bridge héving received the approval of
the Board of Puhllc Works as prov1ded by Chapter 225.§f the Laws
of Maryland of 1882 |
| -The Baltimcre and Ohio Railrocad Cémpany proposes to renéw the.

I - present single track br‘idge withr a double track brid.ge, thué securing

increased safeté in operaticn and an improved structure which will be
sufficient tc carry the heaviest mcdern equipment.

The bridge as reconstructed will be on precisely the same loca-
ticn as the present bridge, the qhannei spans will have the.same clear
width of span, and the present piers will be used and additional
piers will be placed under the deck spans. A plan of the reccﬁ—
structed bridge‘is enclosed herewith marked "Drawing 14102, "and
ié respectfully submitted for your approval.

| THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY
By Haogh L. Bond, Jr.
2nd Vice President and General Counsel.
Baltimore, Md., Octcber 7th, 1907.
l Mr. Hugh L. Bond, Jr., Second Vice President and Gen. Céunsel of
the B. & 0. R. R; and the fcllowing other perscns appearsd tc favor
. and explain the application cf that Company:
D. D. Carothers, Chief Engineer, B. &. 0. R. R.
J. E. Greiner, Asst. Chief Engineer in Charge cf Bridges
Mr. Barnes, Inspector in Charge of the Bridge
Walter Ancker, Supt., Flcating Equipment
Edward Thomas, Master Carpenter Phila. Div., B. %. O R. R
E. B. Graham, Resident Engineer on Bridge
M. F. Tydings, Resident Engineer, Penna. R. R.

Wm. G. Whitney, and Ice dealer of Havre de Grace
Jesse Price, Fisherman, Havre de Brace, and others.
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And the fcllowing persons appeared to protest against the
granting cf the privileges requested by the Railroad on the ground
mainly that the additicnal piers needed to strengthen and support
the new structure according to the present plans cf the B. &. O.

R. R. as submitted to the Board of Public Wcrks, will be'an'additibn—
al menace tc life and property at Port Depcsit, in that they will be l »
additional obstructicns to the free passage of the ice during the
winter season, will aid in causing jams, and will therefcre increase
the backing up of the water which causes the floods there sc fre-
quently. Fcllowing is a listcof the pecple who appeared against the -
R. R. Ccmpany:

Peter Tome,

Saml. C. Rowland, '

D. K. Armstrong, President of the Ccmmissioners of Port
. Depcsit

Senator Jcseph C. France of Cecil Ccunty

Mr. Spencer

Messrs. Silver & Spence, of Messrs. Silver, Spence & Cc.,

o ‘ Fish packers.

Mr. Docnahue,

Dr. A. C. Crcthers,

A. P. McCombs,

Mr, D. R, Armstrong, President of the Ccmmissicners of Port
Depcsit, made the leading argument against the granting of thei priv- l
ileges desired by the B, & 0. R. R. He and Senator Jcseph C. Ffance
of Cecil Cocunty, bcth claimed that the additicnal piers are nct nec-
essary to suppcrt the proposed structure but that the reascn the B. &

0. R. R. wished tc build additicnal piers was because they cculd.

build a bridge on these additional supports much more cheaply than

they can properly strengthen the present piers and build the new

bridge thereon, in that the déncreased weight cf the span between the

present piers wculd add from §$500,000 tc $1,000,000. tc the cost cf

the bridge. - The subject was very thoroughly discussed, and Mr.

Fugh L. Bond, Jr., 2nd, Vice Pres. & Gen. Ccunsel of the B. & C. R. R..

gave a full explanation of the ideas and views cf the BL & O. R. R,
Officials as did Mr. Greiner, Mr. Crcthers, Mr. Barnes and cthers. I

Those who spoke against the granting cf the application in its
present shape were Messrs. Peter Tome, Saml. C. Rowland, Senator
France, Mr. Spence of Silver Spence A Co. and Mr. Donchue and others.

A largé number of documents and letters favering and oppoéing

the plans cf the B. & O. R. R. were submitted all cf which are filed

herewith. Mr. Armstrcng presented the follcocwing papers:
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Offige of
PRESIDENT and COMMISSIONERS
Port Depcsit, ud.

October 14, 1907.

Tc his Excellency,

Gov. Edwin Warfield,
_ Baltimore, Md.
KMy Dear Sir:

l . The publishe& notice in papers of Oct. 10th, of the meeting of
the Beard. cf Public VWerks of the State, tc pass upcn the proposed
plans of the B. & O. R. R. Co. for the reccnstruction of their Bridge

over the Susquehanna River above Havre-de-Grace, has been of a very

great surprise tc the people cf Port Depcsit and its vicinity. In
view of the fact, that the plans cf the B. &0, had been rejected,

of the interference there wculd be tc navigatiocn, and the menacing

barrisr tc the free passage cf ice, and the consequent destruction
of prcperty alcng the shores cf the River and especially tc the town
cf Port Depcsit, the citizens cof which intend tc make the same
strenuous protest to the Becard of Fublic Works, as they did tc the

Naticnal Government. I will thank ycu very nmuch tc furnish me a

ccpy of the applicaticn and state the hour and place of meeting.

Yours very respectfully,
PRESIDERT AND COMMISSIOKNERS OF
. PORT DEPOSIT.
By D. R. Armstrong, President.

-

Fidelity Building,
Baltimcre, Maryland,
Octcber 15kh, 1907.
,To the Prssident and Ccrmissioners cf Fort Depcsit,
By: D. R. Armstrcng, President,
Port Dep051t Maryland.

Gentlemen. ' _ .
l‘ . - In reply tc your letter of October 14th just received by Govern-
cr Warfield, I am directed to oay that his ExcellenCy called the
meeting of'the Becard cf Public VWerks for Thursday, October 17th,
at -10 a. m., in his office at the Fidelity Building at the request cf
Mr. Hugh L. Bond, Jr., Second Vice President of the B. & O. Railrocad
Ccmpany, tc con51der the Company's application for permission te renew
the present bridge with a new and improved structure. The Governcr
was nct aware that there would be any onjecticn made tc the prcposed
bridge, but he wishes me tc say that ycu will have every cppcutunity
.- tc make ycur prctest and have it fully ccnsidered by the Decard cf
Public Works befcre any acticn is taken on the application cf the
Railrcad.Ccmpany.

The Governcr wishes me tc say that, if the President and Ccm-
missioners of Port Deposit desire a hearing and wish actiocn on the
application deferred until a later date frcom Thursday next, he 1s

- quite sure the Board of Public Works will favorably ccnsider your
request. The matter is entirely in the hands cf the Bcard and ycur
letter will ke submitted to that bedy at its meeting on Thursday
when, if yocu sc desire, the Governor would be pleased to have you
‘present tc state your onjectiocns.

In the meantime, I enclcse herewith a copy cf the application of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railrcad Company fcor the privilege de51red.
l : Very truly,yours,
R. 5. Hart,
Secretary tc the Governor.

Octcbker 21, 1907.
Tc the Hcencrable Board cf Fublic Vcrks,
Baltimore, Maryland.
Gentlemen:- :
Complying with ycur request made to me at a meeting of the Board

cf Public Werks, held on the 17th, inst., I herewith enclcse you a

copy cf my letter, dated July thh, 1907 tc Hen. Wm. H. Taft, Secre--

tary cf War; alsc a copy cf the reply theretc, by A. ”eckenule,

Brig. Gen. Chief of Engineers U. 5. Army under date cf August 6th,
. 1907. I alsc enclcse a copy of R. L. Hexie, Lieut. Col. Ccrps of
"Engineers report under date of June 8th, 1907 to Gen. Kackenzie,

Chief of Engineers U. 5. Army.
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In additicn tc the above, I beg tc call your attenticn to the
Annual Repcrt upcn the Rivers and Harbors by R. L. Hoxie, being ap-
pendix J, of the Annual Repcrt -of 19068 of the Chief cf Engineers,
page 1077—1078.of the commercial statistics for calendar year ending
December Z1lst, 1905, which shows that the total’ rmcelpts and ship-
ments on Susquehanna River tc be 135,292 tons, valued at ﬁS 27,0224
that veseels salling and trading cn Susquehanna River, is as follows:

Class ‘ - Number Aggregate - Light Loaded
. ' '~ Tcnnage. Draft - Draft
Steamers. 3 500 . 5 9
Sailing Vessels 27 - 5400 . 5 _ 10 -
Barges 37 18500 . 4 10

I have been informed by -the Purser of the Tclche ster Steamboat

. Company that their Steamers carried, approximately, 20,000 perscns

cn their line tc and frem Port Depcsit, during the year 1908.

If there is any other 1nformaL10n that I can glve you, will b
pleased tc do scC.
' Yours very truly,
PRESIDENT AND COMEISSIONERS OF PORT
: DEPOSIT, o
By D. R. Armstrong, Pre81dent.

" (Copy)

o July 16, 1907.
Hen. William H, Taft,
Secretary cf War,
Washington, D. C.
Ky dear Sir:
I am in receipt of a copy of the repcrt cf Lieut. Col. R, L.

- Hoxie cof Corps cf Engineers, U. S. A., to Gen. A. Mackenzie under

Mr. D R. Armstrong,

Sir:

date cf June 8th, and in regard tc the propcsed reconstructicn cf its
bridge by the Baltimore and Ohic R. R. Ccmpany cver the Susquehanna
River above Havre de Grace, Md. In this repcrt he reccmmends that
nc additicnal piers be intrcduced into the reccnstructéd-bridge. Ccl.
Hoxie being absent I.was infcrmed by the Engineer in charge that no
additicnal piers wculd be introduced -in -the reconstructed bridge. I
enclcse a clipping from the Baltimore Sun of July 14th, which ex-
plains itself. I will thank ycu very much tc inform me if this is a
cerrect report and has your apprcval? Out citizens and property’
holders feel very much interested as the additional pilers will nct
cnly be a menace tc navigation, but will probakly cause a disaster to
cut tcwn, when the spring flccds ccme. There are already three
bridges with a mile snd and an island at this point, occupying at -
least half cf this Riwver. Our tcwn is at the head of Tide-water
navigaticn and the proposed slack-water navigation on the Susquehanna
River with power dams abcve, means much tc the commerce of this place.

I will thank yocu very much fcr a reply,

Ycurs very truly,
Fresident and Ccmmissioners cf Pcrt Deposit,Md.

. D. R. Armstrong, PFresident.
Attest,

J. F. ¥chrlein, Clerk,

WAR DEPARTNMENT.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
: August 6th, 1907.

President of Port Dep081t,
BPcrt Depcsit, Md.

Ycur communicaticn cf July 16, 1907, tc the Secretary cf Var
cn behalf cf yourself and the ccmmiscsicners cf Port Depoclt Md.,
has been referred tc this Department for reply, and in reply, I have
the hcnor tc inform you that from an indcrsement cn your ccrmuni-
cation by Col., R. L. Hoxie, Ccrps cf Engineers, the lccal engineer
cfficer, it appears that the placing of additional piers under the
bridge was undertaken by the Baltimore.Chio Raill rcad Ccmpany, under
a misapprehensicn cf the conditicns cf the apprcval by the Secretary’
cf War cf the plans for the reccnstructiocn c¢f the bridge which apprcv-
al states in explicit terms that nc additicnal piers shall be placed
in the river. Cclcnel HCxie states that he has advised the company
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of their error, and informed them as tc the ccnditions under which the
apprcval fcr the reconstruction of the bridge was given.
: Very respectfully, |
A. Mackenzie,
Brig. Gen. Chief of Engineers,
. U. 5. Army. ' ’
62666736 .

- UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
812 S5t. Paul St.,

' - . Baltimore, Md., June 8, 1907,
Brig. Gen. A. Mackenzie, ‘
' Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,
) , Washingtcen, D. C.
General; : .

1. I have the honor tc return herewith an application cf the

. Baltimcre Ohio Railrcad Company tc the Secretary cf War for per-

mission to reccnstruct the railway btridge acrcss the Susquehanna river
above Havre de Grace, upcn which I was authorized tc hcld a public

_hearing by Department indorsement dated May 25, 1907.

2. The hearing was held in Baltimcre, cn June. 4 after due
notice tc all perscns known tc be interested in the matter. The
plans of the Company for reconstructing this bridge wsre exhibited and
explained, and those having onjections tc the bridge as prcposed
tc be reconstructed were invited tc state them. A discussion en-
sued from which it appeared that chjection is made on the .part of
resident of Fort Depcsit and the vicinity tc the intrcduction of any
additional piers because of the apprehension that further ohstruc-
ticn of the waterway at the site of the existing bridge would increase
the danger cf ice .gorges and the consequent flocding cf lands in
the vicinity of Fort Deposit. On ths part cf single interest, The
Eureka Fertilizer Company, chjection was made tc the reccnstructicn
of this bridge without the intrcduction of a draw, because the ’
height prcposed woculd nct permit the passage under the bridge cf
schconers without housing their tcpmast.,  As against these chjec-
ticns the railway company urged that the existing bridge piers where
nct the cccasicn of ice gorges and that additicnal piers would nct be
injuricus in this respect, that the necessity for hcusing the top-
masts of schocners desiring to pass under the bridge wculd not justi-
fy the additicnal expense of a draw span. Iy was found impracti-
cable tc reconcile thesse conflicting views and all parties interest-
ed were invited to submit a brief cof the views entertained upcn this
subject, tc be submitted with my report. Ccmmunications received
are herewith as fclldws. '

Letter from McClenshan Granite Cc., dated May 4, 1907, from
Rewland Manufacturing Company, dated May 10, 1907, from the Tcl-

‘chester Company, dated May 1%, 1907, from Millard F. McFonigall,

dated May 16, 1907, frcm The Eureka Fertilizer Ccmpany dated lay

24, 1907, from W. H. Surratt, dated May %1, 1907, from R. H. Snyder,
underdated; from Hon. Jecs. I. France, dated June 5, 1907, from E.
John Rinehart dated June 5, 1907, frcm Wm. H. Surratt dated June 5,
1907; from the Cormissioners of Port Depcsit, Md., dated June 6, 1907,
from D. D. Carcthers dated June 6, 1907, (inclasing blue print Ko.
4692), and letters from Jchn W. Brown, John McIlhenny, R. K. Vanneman,
J. Osmcnd, Jr., F. L. Hopper, Walter T. Jackscn, lcClenahan Granite
Company,~-W. Ancker, T. E. Thomas, Davis A. Fisher, Jcs. Gececd, A. P.

.McCcmbs, Isaac Hecht, R. C. Hecpkins, #. V. Williams, H. B. Vorhees,

and Jochn S. Barnes?, from D. D. Carcthers, dated June 6, 1807, from
William Ainsworth Parkers, dated June 6, 1907 (inclcsing cutline of
testimony in case of Rowland vs. The Baltimore and Ohio Railrcad
Company, and ccpy of Court Record in the case), frcm Williams
Ainswerth Parker, dated June 6, 1907 (including statistics from the
"American Fertilizer" magazine), frocm M. F. licGenigall, cated June
6, 1907, from Rowland Manufacturing Co., dated June 6, 1907, from
J. M. Campbell & Cc., dated June 6, 1907, from D. D. Carothers dated

June 7, 1907 (inclosing letter and a typewritten copy, from J. S.

Barnes), from the Jacob Tcme Institute, dated June 7, 1907, from
Williams Aineswcrth Parker dated June 7, 1907, (inclosing letters
from Jesse A. Price, Michael J. Dorsey, Frank T. Benson and V. J.
Leutman) . '




382 rezze7

S The present B. & O. Bridge was constructed under authority

of State laws and withocut Federal supsrvisions I understand that a
public hearing was held, the viewa of all parties in interest con-
sidered, and that the brldge as ncw constructed represents the ccm-
prcmise agreed upon at this tire. It has twc channel spans cf

500 feet and 380 feet respectively, with a clearance of 90 feet abcve
mean lcow water, and the piers cf the bridge are nc where spaced less
than 480 feet apart. IT is ncw proposed tc reduce the clearance of
the channel spans by about two feet, retaining the present width in
each case, and tc diminish the remaining spans of the bridge tc 240
feet by the introducticn of intermediate piers. On a sketch
herewith, I have indicated the relative positicns of this bridge and
that of the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washingtcn, R. R., Bridge,

a short distance helcw, and the types cf constructicn. In place of
the west channel span cf the B. &0. bridge the P. B. & W. bridge has
a draw span cf 100 feet clear width on either side of ‘the pivot
pier. There is no draw across the east channel cf the F. B. & W.
bridge, and the clearance cf only 25 feet. On this sketch the ap-
prcximate lccaticn cof the Eureka Fertilizer Workes is marked in red.
Vessels destined for the Fertilizer Wobks gc up the western channel,
arcund the hear of Watscns Island and drcp down through the east
channel span of the B. & 0. R. R. Bridge. '

4., The °x1st1ng prcject for the imprcvement cf usquebanna
river provides a channel 15 feet deep and 200 feet wide up tc Havre
de Grace. This depth can then be carried as far as Pcrt .Depcsit,
but above that point the river becomgs shallow and precipitcus, and
can only be inproved by slack-water navigation. In the plans of the
Susquehanna Fower Ccmpany fcr a dam across the river abcocve Pert De-
pcsit, recently apprcoved by the Secretary cf War, prcvision is made
for loccks having 12 feet over the miter sill.

5. Ice gorges in the Susquehanna River begin at different
points abtcve and belcw Eavre de Grace, depending upcn the stage
of water in the river. The ice grcunds uwncn the shcals scmetimes
at one pcint and scmetimes at ancther, and accumulating, the gcrge
works its way up strean. It did nct appear from the evidence at
the hearing that the existing piers of the B. & 0. Rail rcad bridge.
were in any instance responsible for the initiation cf an ice gorge
the ice grocunding, when the gecrge cccurred abcve the bridge, con -thé
shallcw flat, abcve Watscns Island cr in ths curve cf the left bank cof
the river., The watchman on this bridge whc has been on duty for many
years, stated that in nc instance has ice first lcdged against the -
piers. It did nct appear at the hearing that any cther interest than:
that of the Eureka Fertilizer Ccmpany desired the introducticn of a
draw in this bridge, neither was it clear that schccners adapted tc
the prcposed depth cf water in this river, wculd have frequent ccca-
sion fcr using the draw, nor very great inconvenience nor expense

in housing their tcpmasts in passing the bridge. It was stated that
the charge for dcing this was from $25.00 tc $50.00 and estimated
¢cn the time required varied. Shculd this river ever be improved

by slack-watering, the thrcugh traffic cf the river would not probably-

require a draw. The plans fcr the recconstructed bridge propcse tc .re
duce the clear height abcve lcw watsr from 90 feet tc R8.47 feet.

It was stated at the hearing that thie small diminution of clearance
wculd nct be cbjectionable.

6. Admitting that the existing piers of the B. & 0. bridge
have not initiated an ice george in the river above them, it is
probably true that in the breaking up of these gcrges the great width
of span required in the criginal construction has facilitated the
moving cff cf the gecrged ice, and I think that the conditicns in this
respect should not be less favcrable in the reconstructed bridge. .
Once in mcticn the brcken up ice will pass the P. B. & W. bridge below
with less difficulty, and the narrcwer spans cf thls bridge will not.
be as objecticnable as they would be at the site cf the B. % 0.
bridge. The small diminuticn cf clearance propcse is nct, it seems
tc me, cbjecticnable, and is urged by the rail road ccmpany upon the
ground of necessity for stronger trusses tc carry the dcuble track in
place cf the single track road, and the great difficulty which wculd
be experienced in raising the grade cf the track while maintaining
travel over the bridge. Under the citcumstances, this diminuticn
of clearance shculd be permitted. As tc the draw desire by certain
interests, since the through nevigaticn of the river will hardly
require it, and it seems tc be de51reablf only fcr the acccmmodation
cf a limited interest, and not indispensable tc that, while it would
increase the cost to the railrcad ccmpany and greatly cbstruct the
present wide channel, I think the draw wculd better be cmitted and
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the present wide span and a satisfactcry clearance retained.

7. It is reccmmended therefcre that the plans of the company
be apprcved subject to the fcllcwing ccnditions. That nc additicn-
al plers be intrcduced into the reccnstructéd bridge, that if at any
time in the future it shall be made to appear tc the Secretary cf
War that the proposed bridge is an unreascnable cbstruction to the
free navigaticn c¢f the Susquehanna river, said licensee will be re-

- quired, upcn due notice from the Secretary cf War tc remecve cr alter

the same, sc as tc render navigation thrcugh said waters reascnably
free, easy, and unobstructed, and that the Engineer cfficer cf the
United States Army, in charge of 'the district within which the bridge
is tc be rebuilt, may supervise its reconstructlon, in crder that
said plans shall be complied with. '

~Very respectfully, ycur cbedient servant,
R. L., Hexie,
Lieut. Ccl. Corps cf Engineers,
' ' U. S. 4.

He and Senatcr France bcth clalmed that these dccuments show

cenclusively that the War Department cpposes the proJeCt of the

B. & 0. R. R., while Mr. Bcnd claimed that a re-ccnsideration cf .

the“pfopOSed plans by the War Department ccnvinced Gen. McKenzie
that they are in the public interest, .and ought tc be approved. He
stated that he cculd file dccuments to substantiate his assertion

if necessary.

After a long discussicn, in which many matters in connnctlon

w1th the subwect were exhaustively gone intc, the Bcard decided thau

in crder to do equal and exact justice tc bcth the Railrcad Co.

and  tc the interests of the pecple, living alcong the shores of the

Susquehanna-River, as well as the general public, they wculd defer ac-

tion until a later time, and suggested that in the mean time the B. &

0. R. R, officials secure the apprcval of the War Department to their

plans as submitted tc the Board, after which the Board would be in a -

better position tc act thereupon.

On motion c¢f the Governor, seccnded by the Comptroller, the
follcwing bills were ordered paid, for repairdé tc State Tcbacco
Warehoﬁses:

P

White & Middletcn Gas Engine Co. 74 .72
Otis Elevator Co. 219.58

. on motion, the Board at 12.30 p. m., adjourned.

Rcbert S. Hart, ActingSecretary.
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